MAY/JUNE 2016
Neighborhood Meeting
SPECIAL DATE: Monday, May 23, 7 pm, Carondelet Park Rec Plex
Speakers: Parks Director Dan Skillman will discuss park projects
Representative of Saint Louis University’s Center for Sustainability
will discuss the Holly Hills Bee Project
HOLLY HILLS IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION (HHIA)
Grand to Morganford and Bates to Loughborough

SLU Project Hopes to Reverse Holly Hills’ Dearth of Bees
Holly Hills is one of just two sites in the
city of St. Louis that will take part in a one
-year research project that aims to improve native bee habitat (thus insect pollinator health) by encouraging homeowners
and businesses to plant flowers. This project is funded by the
Missouri Department
of Conservation and
Saint Louis University.
The SLU researchers,
including more than 20
students, has been
sampling and identifying
wild and native bees
across 15 sites in the
city of St. Louis for the
past three summers.
Surprisingly, the city
has approximately 154
species of native and
wild bees in addition to
the domesticated European Honeybee which
we all know and love.
These other bees are just as important to
every garden, farm, and fruit tree in your
neighborhood and beyond.
Of our 15 sites, Ward 13 was selected as
one of two project sites in the city because it has the second lowest number of
unique bee species of any site in the city.
This means that Holly Hills could see the
greatest increase in species due to planting
more flowering plants. This is the objec-

tive of our experiment.
Our research argues this is one rare environmental problem where individuals truly
can make a difference. For example, most
bee species are tiny, the size of flies. These
bees live their entire lives in
an area the size of an average Holly Hills yard. Thus, a
small bed of native flowers
can make the difference between a bee having two offspring or 20.
Our project will host a couple of workshops this summer (dates TBD,) with interested businesses, renters,
and homeowners about this
research and about bee conservation in general. We
have seeds, resources, and
access to experts to encourage homeowners to plant
flowers. We hope to get 1020 people to embrace Holly
Hills’ bees and plant at their homes, business, etc.
Visit our project web site for more information. www.sustainabilitysciencelab.org/
bees.html
- Damon Hall, Ph.D.
Center for Sustainability
Saint Louis University
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Letter From the President
Yes, Holly Hills is a wonderful place to live. It's all about family,
friends & community. I have only resided here about 18 years, but I
was pretty much a gypsy (moved around a lot) before I moved
here. Home definitively gives you roots.
Some of you know me as your President of the Holly Hills Improvement Association. But just a gentle reminder, I volunteer and
was elected because I truly care about families, friends, and my
neighbors here at Holly Hills. Spring is in the air, birds are chirping
and sometimes we just need a reminder to stop and smell the roses.
Speaking of flowers, hope to see you at the next HHIA meeting at
the Rec Plex on Monday, May 23 at 7:00 pm. Professor Damon Hall
of Saint Louis University will be speaking and presenting information about the upcoming Bee Study Program in the Holly Hills
Community Garden and also interested residents who wish to participate in the study.
HHIA’s additional speaker will be Dan Skillman, City of Saint Louis
Parks Department, will be updating us of the ongoing projects in
Carondelet Park.
Don’t forget you can participate by helping keep Holly Hills and its
Boulevards natural beauty by volunteering designated Saturdays and
Wednesdays. See “Upcoming Events” on the hhia.info webpage
and the Greenspace committee also posts the dates and locations
on Nextdoor.
Hope to see all of you on Monday, May 23at 7:00 PM in the
“Respect Room” at the Carondelet Rec Plex.
- Anna Baldwin

IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION

The Holly Hills Improvement
Association (HHIA) was formed on
September 10, 1927. Since its
inception, HHIA has worked to
promote the well being of
Holly Hills and its residents.

HHIA BOARD MEMBERS &
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Anna Baldwin, President
president@hollyhills.info
Mike Dauphin, Vice President
Kendal Dauphin, Treasurer
Lisa Bertke, Recording Secretary
Membership Secretary
Safety Committee Chair

Police (non-emergency)

231-1212

safety@hollyhills.info

First District Police

444-0100

Stacy Ross, Immediate Past President

Holly Hills Police Liaison, Officer Steve Wilson

393-8453

Tara Jenney, Member-at-Large

Citizens’ Service Bureau

622-4800

Eileen Muir, Member-at-Large

Problem Properties, Officer Ginger Kavanaugh

444-0171

Beth Murphy, Member-at-Large

Anonymous Drug, Gang, Homicide Police Line

241-COPS

Jim Sahaida, Member-at-Large

Alderman Tom Villa 11th Ward

622-3287

Hannah Ehrlich,

Kathryn Woodard—Ward 11 NIS

657-1364

Community Garden Manager

Alderman Beth Murphy 13th Ward

589-6836

garden@hollyhills.info

Andrew Hernandez—Ward 13 NIS

657-1368

Mechelle Minden,

State Rep. Jake Hummel 81st District

457-1792

Green Space Committee Chair

State Senator Joseph Keaveny 4th District

866-783-1534

David Weder

State Senator Jamillah Nasheed 5th District

573-751-4415

Green Space Committee Co-Chair

Humane Society

647-8800

Lost Pets

stllostpets.org

greenspace@hollyhills.info
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HOLLY HILLS REAL ESTATE
Active as of May 16, 2016
4073 Concordia $28,000
4148 Burgen $49,900
3808 Burgen $84,900
4121 Concordia $86,000
3932 Burgen $99,900
5922 Arendes $106,900 (UC) (MF)
6101 Adkins $109,900
4149 Wilmington $109,989 (UC)
4103 Fillmore $115,900
5622 Morganford $119,900
5725 Dewer $125,000 (UC) (MF)
4126 Bates $131,500
6112 Newport $135,000
5706 Arendes $135,000 (UC)
4133 Haven $139,900
6117 Ray $139,900
3912 Dover Place $142,500
4092 Wilmington $144,900
4079 Alma $149,900 (UC) (MF)

COURTESY OF PAUL SAG ER

4151 Toenges $154,900
3671 Wilmington $159,900 (UC)( (MF)
6103 Newport $159,900 (UC)
4139 Alma $164,900 (MF)
4085 Haven $169,900 (UC)
5811 S. Grand $169,900
3681 Dover Place $169,900
6104 Newport $172,500
4144 Holly Hills $174,900 (UC)
6823 Leona $179,500 (UC)
3971 Dover Place $185,000
3671 Dover Place $187,500 (MF)
3841 Dover Place $189,900 (UC)
3654 Dover Place $189,900 (UC) (MF)
5654 Leona $199,900
4084 Toenges $210,000 (UC)
4108 Alma $215,000 (UC)
4082 Toenges $219,900
5918 Arendes $225,000 (MF)
6145 Marwinette $245,000
6212 Arendes
$264,500 (UC)
3828 Federer
$275,000

4096 Toenges $309,900
6511 Leona $389,900 (UC)
Sold as of May 16, 2016
4075 Bowen $40,100
6018 Leona $85,000
3999 Dover Place $98,800
3977 Burgen $108,000
6117 Adkins $120,000
5909 Marwinette $130,000
3680 Wilmington $144,000
4063 Haven $146,000
3910 Fillmore $163,500 (MF)
4078 Toenges $172,900
4124 Toenges $175,000
3621 Bowen $180,500 (MF)
6025 Leona $185,000
3642 Fillmore $186,333
3655 Dover Place $195,000 (MF)
3629 Fillmore $239,000
3930 Bowen $240,000
4046 Holly Hills $269,000
3824 Federer $297,900
5935 Marwinette $299,999
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HHIA Neighborhood Meeting Summary—March 28, 2016
HHIA Meeting March 28, 2016
Present: Lisa Bertke, Anna Baldwin,
Mike Dauphin, Eileen Muir, Beth Murphy, Jim Sahaida Absent: Mike Dauphin,
Ted Disabato, Tara Ohler-Jenney, Kendal Dauphin, Stacy Ross Introduce New
Neighbors: Guest Speakers Mayor Slay:
Came to talk about two things. Two
propositions on the ballot, neither one
will result in a tax increase. Prop E.
Vote Yes on Prop E to retain the earnings tax. 1% tax, everyone who has
earnings (living or working in the city).
No one is exempt. You are getting
some misinformation from flyers. This
individual is opposed to the tax. 60% of
the earnings tax is paid for by people
who do not live in the city. They benefit
from our police and fire protection,
roads and infrastructure, visit our parks,
etc. So they benefit from that. Across
the board 1%. Only charged to wage
earners. If you are on disability or pay

social security do not have to pay the
tax. Just earned income. Generates
$160 million into general revenue fund.
Pays for parks, ambulances, prosecutors, etc. If we were to lose that it
would cause us to have to cut a lot of
things. We have an A+ S&P rating. We
have eliminated nearly 1,000 positions
in city government. Working leaner and
meaner. We are not flush with cash.
We have done a great job of streamliningy govt. “Cut that fat”…they work
every day to balance the budget and
Chief Jenkerson is here and can tell you
about this as well. Previous mayors had
27 employees, he has 14 employees.
Has even cut the fat in his office. If it
goes away then we have to ask you to
raise the taxes to replace it: property
taxes would go up 50-60%. Sales tax
from 8.6% to 13% in order to replace
this tax. There was a study done by Rex
S. on the earnings tax and his own study

states that there isn’t near enough money to replace it with other taxes and if
we were to replace it, it would have a
larger negative impact on the city in the
future. It is easy to say get rid of this
tax…firstly, the tax itself that 60%
would fall on all of us instead of noncity residents. The other thing is they
are trying to divide the city economically and racially by stating that the rich
lawyers do not have to pay the earnings
tax but a janitor does. This just isn’t
true…everyone pays the tax. Peabody
Coal for example or a law firm downtown…they pay a lot of earnings tax.
They come to the mayor looking for
more space…how do we finance it.
What we do is a TIF. If you bring more
employees or if they get pay increases
in the future, we will rebate back to you
50% of the growth on the earnings tax.
(Continued on page 7)
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Green Space Update
Events have kicked off! The Holly Hills Green Space Committee (HHGSC) and
volunteers have cleaned up beds at Arendes and Federer, Arendes and Holly Hills
and we hope to hit Leona next.
We have at least two events per month planned on the hollyhills.info website:
both Wednesday Gardening & Grapes and more time intensive Saturday mornings
so mark them on your calendar and watch for the yellow signs!
For over a year now, the HHGSC has focused on weeding all beds and naturalizing beds that are not adopted to recapture grassy areas. We hope to add fundraising for appropriate plants, grass seed and
other improvements for the neighborhood to our duties. Stay tuned for opportunities to donate.
As always, if you to adopt a remaining
bed, get plant ideas or request mulch for
a public area, please contact the committee at greenspace@hollyhills.info!
- Mechelle Minden
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Meeting
(Continued from page 4)

They are still paying the earnings tax,
but on the original salary until they finish their build out. Helps us maintain
our tax base but grow it. They act like
we are giving these rich lawyers big
breaks, but it isn’t true. In the end, everyone pays it. Only used as an incentive
on the growth of new employees for a
limited time to encourage investment
and grow jobs in the city. The earnings
tax has been the fastest growth tax. The
earnings tax has consistently grown
more than our general operating budget. Nobody is coming up with any ideas.
It is absolutely irresponsible to take
away the earnings tax without having a
plan in place that is acceptable to the
people of St. Louis. His argument is
based on a flawed argument. The other
thing is Proposition F. Proposition F is
no tax increase. Just allows us to borrow money from bonds for new fire
trucks and equipment for maintaining
bridges, equipment, acquiring fire
trucks, police vehicles, refuse trucks,
renovating rec centers owned by the
city. $25 million. Items were put together with city officials and a capital committee that includes elected officials and
city residents. Have not gone to the
voters since 1999 for firefighters. This
bond money is used to buy fire trucks.
Hook and ladders are $1.3 million. We
really need $200 million. Earnings tax is
not a tax increase, but if it goes away it
could mean a tax increase or cutting of
city services. Q&A: Question: Big baseball players also pay their 1% earnings
tax. A: Absolutely, they are paying while
they are in St. Louis. Over 4,000 cities
that have an earnings tax around the
country. Are we perfect? No. Is there a
better way to do it? Maybe, but we
need to find that way first. Goes on the
ballot every five years. Earnings taxes
were outlawed 5 years ago except St.
Louis and KC. Now there is a funded
and organized opposition. No one has
called the mayor on his argument yet

and he has been speaking at meetings
for months about this. Peabody Energy
had to continue to pay because they
didn’t increase hiring. Q: $25 million
impact on city resident. A: No tax increase whatsoever. Just gives the city
authority to issue bonds, but will pay it
back with revenues already in place.
Let’s show the opposition that we are
going to pass Prop E. I’m asking you to
vote for Prop E. Tell you friends and
family members to get to the polls.
Chief Jenkerson: Mayor did an excellent
job explaining. Prop F is all critical needs
equipment. $15 million will go to the
fire dept to replace our trucks. Last
time we had a bond issue was 98 and
99. 2008 economic downturn we didn’t
have one then. Very important and we
really need your support.
Marnie Miceli-Clark with DESCO: Update on Loughborough Commons. Big
point of contention with security issues
at the center. They have really stepped
up security on our end. Working with
Capt Mueller. Security guards are removing panhandlers
from the lot. Increased the security
and meeting with
tenants on a weekly
basis.
Increased
lighting and more
lighting upgrades. It
is a big deal to us
and all of you. Few
questions
about
Office Max vacation. Office Max
does still have a
lease. Have also
advised
security
staff that they will
need to keep an
eye on a vacant
space. Just wanted
to let you know
that we are working to make it a
safer place. Capt
Mueller: DESCO

only owns to the end of Schunucks.
Lowes owns its own property. Had a
meeting with 8 people from Lowes.
They also are very cooperative and
working to help rectify the situation.
Even though Lowes is not part of
DESCO we are working with them too.
Brian Hoelscher MSD: Prop S and Prop
Y Exec Dir of MSD. Two ballot initiatives involving MSD. Prop Y has to do
with wastewater system. MSD is executing a 23 year capital program for
improvements mandated by the EPA.
Overflows caused by stormwater getting into the system. Dept of Justice has
done this with every city in the U.S.
Have to start 1.5 BILLION capital dollars for this work. Another set of projects for the next four years. Two ways
to fund it: ballot initiative MSD will sell
bonds if you currently pay $40 your bill
will go up to $60. We are right in the
median for bills around the country.
Cincinnati currently pays $70 a month.
Atlanta $100 a month. All in the same
(Continued on page 10)
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Summary of the Carondelet Park
Advisory Board Meeting
April 19, 2016
Commissioner Dan Skillman updated the board on ongoing
projects in the park:
 Wayfinding Signage – There were problems with the
designer. Project will be put out for bid over the summer and installed in the fall
 Boathouse and Lake Improvements – Redo restroom
lighting in lower level, replace wooden dock with composite. Bathrooms will be closed all summer, portable
bathrooms will be available.
 Athletic Field Lighting Upgrade (Ballfield/Tennis Courts)
– Bids came back $100,000 under budget. 25-year guarantee with bulb replacement. Scheduled for installation
this fall, which may impact soccer
 Upgrade Tennis Courts (court surface) – Bids came
back $25,000 under budget. Will hold off until July, after kids tennis program
 Bird Habitat – Same designer problem. Waiting for final
drawings
 Received three compliments on laser grading of ball
fields
 Will plant trees to replace those that burned in bandstand fire
Next meeting scheduled for July 20, 5 p.m. at the Rec Plex.

P A G E 1 0 H O LLY H I LLS IMP R OV EM E NT AS SO C IATI ON N EI GHBO RH OO D N EW S

Meeting
(Continued from page 7)

place that we are with consent decrees
with fed govt. If you are in the city and
you do not have meters (billed by attributes) everyone’s bill will go down
9% then add the first month of increases in for city residents. Take your average now, subtract 9.7%, then add in the
increases. If you vote No on Prop Y
then we will have to do the capital
work due to the consent decree. Then
they will do all cash. If your bill is currently $40 you will end up paying $95
per month by 2020. Because we are
funding with cash. Q: How long are the
bonds for? A: Maximum of 25 years and
sometimes less. Sell them by an auction
to get the best rate. MSD has an AAA
bond rating from S&P. Predecessor
indicated that we could reach $100
zenith for bills in the future and then it
will start to drop again. Q: At the end
of the 23 years will the rates go back
down a bit. A: They should start going
down before that. Consent decree has
some operational activities that they
negotiated to reduce rates. Get to a
peak at some point then stay there for a
while but it will start dropping after the
hump. Currently can’t put systems in to
avoid erosion or flooding. 2 cent prop
tax stay in place…if you vote yes the 7
cent prop tax will go away and be replaced with 10 cent tax. Your rates will
go up 72 cents a year. This will bring
lots of improvements. The impact on
your overall property tax bill is 2/10th
of 1%. Your property tax will go up 20
cents for every $100 of property tax
that you pay. Allows us to equalize the
service throughout the entire district
(city and county). If you vote no, it will
stay AS IT IS and they won’t be able to
make capital improvements.
Ella Hungerford with St. Louis Public
Schools Prop 1: Thank you for allowing
me to speak. Volunteer Mgr for public
school in St. Louis. Proposed tax increase to fund city schools on Apr. 5th

ballot. Prop 1 would be a 75 cent tax
increase. If it passes St. Louis Public
schools will still have the lowest tax
levy in the area. Haven’t passed once
since 1991. Four key areas: early childhood education (free preschool to any
child in St. Louis), children that attend
preschool score higher on standardized
testing. Character and alternative education, teaching our kids to be good
citizens. Teaching kids to be caring and
responsible, honest. Alternative education is for the kids that cannot handle
tra di tio n a l c la s s ro o m se tt in g
(emotional issues). Competitive salaries
for our teachers and staff. St. Louis
Public schools has the lowest salary
FOR ANY district in the region. Our
teachers do important hard jobs and we
want to compensate them. Fourth improving security and safety personnel.
Safety place for our children is in
school. Want to continue to keep our
schools safe. Because of the relationship
with the charter schools (1/3 of students). So they will get 1/3 of the funding. Based on the assessed value of your
home. If your home is assessed at
$100,000 extra $12 per month. Even if
Prop 1 passes, still have the lowest tax
in the region. Liaison Officer Steve Wilson: Welcome you to the neighborhood. I work hard for your neighborhood. You have one of the nicest and
safest neighborhoods in the neighborhood. Please send me an email, updates
with neighborhood activities. Anyone
that doesn’t have my card please send
me an email. I also serve Bevo and
Princeton Heights. If you look at your
crime stats you have a great neighborhood. If you see suspicious activity
please report it. Usually gets hit with
scrappers and copper thieves. A lot of
copper in this neighborhood. Summertime is coming and these scrappers
pretend that they are alley pickers.
Contact me via email. Current homicide
was in Bevo, not Holly Hills. A lot of
you guys know me. Q: Big light show
with police vehicles last night. Police

SUVs circle so many times with red and
blue lights. Any connection with shooting at noon on Leona? A: No connection. Neighbor reported that there
were no visible police vehicles so Capt
Mueller made sure that we saw the
vehicles patrolling. Q: Shots fired? This
has never happened in Holly Hills. A:
The shots were a random uncontrollable thing. It has happened in Holly Hills,
but probably not near your house.
There was no drive-by shooting. There
was no shooting, a person shot a gun.
We don’t know who or why. We normally get a number of reports of shots
in the area, look around for 15-20
minutes and no one has a description.
They just heard the shots. Q: Scrappers,
some people find it quaint and they
think it is a great way to recycle and
repurpose. Any reason to continually
indulge this? A: The reality is that scrappers are gonna scrap. Keep your doors
and windows locked. Not going to be
able to keep people from coming
through the alley. Best approach is to
secure what you have as best as you
can. Alarms and monitoring. Officer
Wilson can do a house survey for you.
Inexpensive improvements. Q: Bought
our house a few years ago, renovating,
always saw police driving around. Shortly after we moved the redistricting occurred and has that had a negative impact on the police presence in our
neighborhood? Since that occurred
more crime seemingly. A: Can’t speak
for the other 5 districts. No it didn’t
have an effect. Retained currently level
of staffing covering the same square
mileage. Lost one of the busiest part of
the district and picked up the quietest.
Manpower is down from a year ago…
100 officers short. Divided among the 6
districts means we are 10 people down.
Attrition is causing more of an impact.
Currently have a class of 34 that will
graduate in June. Another class of 27
graduating 6 weeks later. Another class
now. Didn’t have the funding to rehire
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

now they are trying to make up. Q:
Increase activity in Carondelet Park.
Police officers were trying to get people
to vacate the park. Somewhat unusual.
3900-4000 block of Holly Hills Blvd. A:
The parks have a curfew and the park
rangers have been very active ensuing
that the curfew is obeyed. Park rangers,
not police officers. More activity yesterday because of Easter. Q: Response
time is down…false alarm last Monday
at 7:02pm. Police arrived at 8:02pm. A:
Acceptable? No if I was a citizen and it
happened to me, no it isn’t acceptable.
7:02pm is relief time. Alarm sounding is
priority 3 call. Priority 1 and 2 are life
safety issues. That is what caused the
hour delay. If we have more officers it
wouldn’t be like that. Beth Murphy: We
are not in session right now. Come
back April 15th. Still answer calls and
emails. Locally for 13th ward, there is a
person interested in going into the Hobart’s (Dewey and Wilmington). Young
man is interested in opening a café.
Meeting tomorrow with him personally.
CID Community Improvement District
from Christy to Taft on Gravois. Extra
tax on businesses there, results will be
similar to the Grove. Grand and Arsenal are all CIDs. Goal is to create a
unified section on Gravois. Talking to all
the owners, coming along nicely. Still in
the beginning stages. Bungalow has
some new owners and they are going to
more of a restaurant rather than a bar.
Chef trained at Pappy’s. Works now at
Adam’s Smokehouse. Renovating currently. Going through the procedures
with permits now. Want to make it
more of a restaurant than bar. Looking
forward to that. Biggest problems and
concerns are speeding cars and problem properties. Work on them diligently. Call me or your NSO. It takes time,
this doesn’t happen overnight to get rid
of a problem property. It can be frustrating but we are working on them all
the time. Visiting with a Building Division guy this morning about a property

on Concordia. Please lock up your guns,
city giving away free gun locks at City
Hall. Q: Do you know what the square
footage of the Bungalow will become?
A: Should be the same. Gerry Beckerle,
bumping out 14 feet for the kitchen.
Just to put a new upgraded kitchen in.
Mr. Villa is not here. Mechelle Minden is
not present. Greenspace Gardening will
be hosting upcoming volunteer days.
Dee Brown: Next St. Louis Safety
Group meeting, to supplement or complement your neighborhood associations. North and
South city involvement. Last meet-up
was at the Real Time
Crime Center. Next
meeting is at the
Carpenter Library
speakers on Sex
Trafficking. Great
line-up. 6pm on April
18th. May meeting
will be bout heroin
epidemic. Try to talk
about controversial
and timely items.
Leave cards in the
back. June 25th is
the date of the area
yard sales Woerner
will have an open
house on Sat, April
2nd . Q: foot traffic,
car traffic, new drivers, etc. unfamiliar
with intersections.
Intersection where
Holly Hills goes into
the park. It is still
the park. Solutions:
NextDoor we talk
about some concerns to control
traffic in lieu of costly signs and signals.
Temporary things…
there is a need for a
solution. If no one in

this room is the right person to talk to
about the solution. Who can we talk to
about this? A: Trailnet just did a traffic
calming in several neighborhoods. Dee
Brown: NextDoor training on May 1st.
Michael Powers will be providing training.
Next HHIA meeting is May 23rd here
at the RecPlex.

HOLLY HILLS
IMPROVEMENT
ASSOCIATION
PO Box 22144
St. Louis, MO 63116
info@hollyhills.info
Hollyhills.info

Household Membership ∣ includes 1 Euro Sticker
Business Membership ∣ Includes business-card ad
Large Flag
Garden Flag
Women's T-shirt ∣ light gray ∣ forest green
Men's T-shirt ∣ light gray ∣ kelly green
Longsleeve unisex T-shirt ∣ light gray ∣ dark gray
Additional Euro Stickers - Member exclusive

$15
$25
$49
$25
S-M-L ∣ $15
S-M-L-XL ∣ $15 ∣ XXL $18
S-M-L-XL ∣ $20 ∣ XXL $22
$2

Name
Address
Phone
Email 1
Email 2
Phone
New Membership

Renewal

“Green” email newsletter delivery

